THE OOLORED AMERICAN, WASHINGTON, D. C.

No West Point of Our Own.

BY LIEUT. H.

O. FLIPPER,

Editor of The Colored American,
Washington, D. C., Dear sir:—After 1
bad sect yon my views as to how to
keep one or more Negro students at

the Naval and Militsry Academies, The
Colored American brought me the

proposition of My. J. C. Cunningham
for **A West Polnt of our own*"’

I wish to register my objection to

rush a preoposition. It isnot prasticable.
Every state aud territory in the Union
bas a military academy and there are
bundreds of private military insti

tutions. There are also a large number
of echools that give so-called military
fnstruction, and even have army of-
ficers detailed as instructers.
them give more than tbhe most rudi-
mentary instruction and do nos o be-
yond the school of the company in in-

LIEUT. HENRY OSSIAN FLIPPER.

fantry or the school of the cannoneer in
artillery and pay no attention what.
ever to cavalry or to military or inter-
national law, as to the rights and obli-
gatlons of beliigerants, neutrals and
non combatants. Not one of them has
the oma thousandths part of the equip*
ment which West Point has. Not one
of them has a slege orsea coast battery,
& pentoon train or field telegraph. Not
ene of them s prepared to give practi-
cal instruction in ballistica, field forti-
fleation or military mining. Not one of
them has a laboratory where the atuds
ents san be instructed in making fuees,
fixing amunition, rockets, etc.,, Notone
of them undertakes to teach logistics.
The instruction in all of them is Iimited
to even less than that which the average
militiaman gets, for he oecasionally
sees battalion or regimental ma-
noeuvres. ,

If it has not been practicable or poli-
tio for the states to bring their mllitary
sehools up to the standard of West
Point, I do not believeit will be pos*
sible or practioable or politic for the
Negro te do so. Buch a echool, unless
adequately equipped, would be worth*
le:s, and we haveenough of such schools
im the country now. A mere chair in
some school would not meet the re
girements of the case.

Mr. Qunningham tbinkas the govern®
ment keeps us out of respomsible po-
gitions in the service on the plea that
we are ineompetent, which he admits
is the faet, and then keeps us out of the
servioce echools, that we may mnot be-
come Jompetent. He says the govern.
ment '‘has closed the doors of its mili

tary schoole against us’’. When has the
governmeut done so? Some fifteen Ne
groes have eatered West Felut and

None of

three have been graduated there. The
treatment accorded the Negro cadets
has steadily growa better from the time
the first cne entered there in 1570 down
to the graduation of Major Young. It
has never been what it ouzht to be, but
it has always been what we might have
expected among #o large a number of
students drawn from all parts of the
coudtry. Persenally, I have neve:
known of any ill treatment of a Negro
oadet bythe government or by any pro
fessor or officer at West Point and,
frankly, I do not believe there has ever
been such & cage., what ill treatment
Negro cadets have received has eome
from the white cadets, and thatas I
have stated, has grown Jes3 every suc*
ceeding year. It is not in the power of
the government or of its officera to put
down prejudice at West Point any more
than it is in its power to pus it down in
the country at large. Manifestly the
doors of West Point have mnob beem
closed against us by the government.

It is net probable that a Negro could
obtain appointment in a domocratic
state for obvious reasons, but there is
no reason why, in & vepublican state,
he should mnot seek that appointment
just as he seeks any other appointment,
nor is there any resson why he should
not get the one just ashe gets the other,
But when he gets the appointment his
education should be suffisiently ad-
vanced to emable him te hold the po-
sition. It dees ns no gned to send in-
competents to Weat Polat, have them
fall and then blame the government for
it.

A student who has not gone beyond
common fractions in arithmetic will
find it up hill work to jump to Boar-
don’s algebra, plane and spherical
geometry ani plane and spberical
trigonometry during his first year at
West Point, where something mere
than ‘‘elements’’ are taught. When 1
went to West Point I had already maa*
tered those branehes and my firat year’s
work there was tn the nature of a re
view, except as to the pracsical part of
the course, drill, etc.

1t seems that Mr, Cunningham would
have us confeas incapacity to take the
course at West Point and laek of moral
as well us physical eourage to face the
prejudice that exists there among the
students, He thinks the government
does not want us at all but proposes
that we educate ourselves and offer our
services to the gevernment, which
could not them charge us with in-
competency. He assumes that the
government would accept us, Pos
sibly.

I am not prepared to admit elther
charge, nor do I approve the remedy
be proposes. Iam notan advocate of
equal rights, I believe in a steady, per-
sistent, unrelaxing determination to
obtain 1dentical rights. 1 am wnos in
favor of eurrendering anything we have
gained. The Negro har as much right
to bea cadet as he hasto be a regisier
of the Treasury or minieter or eomnaul
or hold any otber official position under
the government, and the government
has the right to demand that he be fit
and competent. Conditions at our ser
vice sehool are abnormal beyond any
doubt, just as they are abnormal in all
departments of aetivity in all parts of
the country, 80 far as the Negro s
coneesned, and for the same Teasens,

but he is attacking the trenches every:
where and he has learned that he e¢an
expect nothing, if he be unfit and in*
competent, and where fit and compe’
tent, he is making his way, if indeed it
be slowly and laboriously. Why should
he throw down his gun and turn
away from the trenches that seem to
hedge West Point and Anaapolis, es
pecially since he Enows how the enemy
is sitvated.

Now, I propose that the idea of "“A
West Point of our own’’ be abandoned
as impracticable and chimerical. Take
a boy feurteen, fifteen or sixteen years
of age, several of them if you pleass,
from one or more republican states; put
them under the eare of Professor Kelly
iller and let him give themthe identical
mathematical course taught at West
Point for two or three years and thenm
let them go home and seek appoin.®
ment by all the means 1n the power of
themselves, their friends at home and
inflaential Negroes and othess all over
the land, if need be. I have no doubt
they will get it and when they go to
West Point, they will be able to get in
and to stay. The boys seleoted musi
bs physically sound. The boy who
likes to study and is fond of work 18 far
better than the npaturally bright but
careless or Indifferent. Buch a boy has
little love for hard work and too much
time in which to get insulted.

That part of the mathematical course
embracing pure mathematics should be
thoroughly drilled into the papil. 1 re-
fer to algebra, plane and spherical
geometry, plane and spherical trigo-
nometry, descriptive geometry, analyti-
cal geometry, shades, shadows and
perspective, stereotomy and differsntial
and integral calculus. 4 pplied mathe-
matice need not be so thoroughly taught
because with a full knowledge of pure
mathematics, the former would have no
terrors. They embrace analytical me-
chanles, civil and military engineering,
accoustics and optics, sstronomy, ord-
nance and gunnery, and field and eea
coast fortification.

Iam glad to note Mr. Cunningham’s
laterest in this very important matter
and trust he has many followers. I am
equally glad to note his belief in haying
oaly competent men to represent the
race ia responsible positions, men
trained therefor, The bravery of the
British officer and soldier is the ad-
miration of the world, but the in-
competency of the officers of all grades
is & byword in every military center in
the world. (See the severe criticism by
Lord Wolsey of the manoeuvres at Al-
dershot the other day.

HENRY O FLIPPER,

SBanta Fe, New Mexico,

The wonderful Face Bleach has been
introduced in Washington and is offer
ed to the public at a special rate. The
two dollar packages can now be had for
one dollar by calling at Kopp's Drug
Store, 7th and Flerida avenue,
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¢ NOTICE

.
l\fllSS IDA PRETER, of Paris, Mo,, ?

& writes the following: I have been using ¢

& the Original OZONIZED OX MARROW

s fo'r two months only and I am well pleased ‘¥

» withit. I was so bald that I was ashamed &

@ of myself, to-day I have a thick growth of

o
S‘S hair all over my head three inches long. %

<
@
@

2
3

(;-) Whea I am asked by people what I am do-

% ing for my hair that it is grown so beauti-

« fully I tell them it is the original Ozonized $
¢ Ox Marrow tha* did the work. (E\,

i

X (o')
® ©Ozonlzed Ox Marrow (copyrighted)

» &ls0 makes cg:rlf or kinky hairpyau{;ight. f,?,
&> smooth and pliable Prevents fallingont and %
& breaking off. The genuine never disappoints, ¥
X Warranted harmless. Only 30 cents. Sold by ¥
% dealers, If your dealer cannot supply you we <&
@

¥ will send youn express paid one bottle for 85 &
cents or three for $1.40. Write your name :“9
& 8nd address plainly to the

QZONIZED OX
MARROW CO., 80 W cn}cngé (?
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FINANCIAL.

DO YOU NEED

MONEY?

We willlend any amonat trom $i0 up,

On Household Fumnirurs,

pianos, horses, WAgONS, CATTIA&ZES, OF Perann .
al property of m{ kind, without r?!movlu
from your on. Loans can be carried
as long as desired, and paymentscan be mads
at any time to sait the convenlenc of the
of the borrower. We are the only properly
organized loan company in the city., | you
appreciate low rates, courteous ireatman

and attention to your interests, you will cuLl
on us. Offices private and easily reached
Loans made In any part of the city. Ne
delay. Upenfrom $a. m. 105 p, m.

BECURITY LOAN COMPANY
Room 1, Warder $utding, ;
Corner 9th and F sts. n. w;

Money  $50.000  Mone

To loan on farnitor ianos
removal or Dub’llnltye'azl:d the d.:; ;é;h::k‘
for it. We wlll loan aty amount makin
time and payments to sult, giving one mon
Or oneé year as you desire, and at rates {hat
you can afford o pay. It you now have s loan
with any olber company and desire morg
money. give us & call. " Will as cheerfuly
make a $10 loan as $100, and no charge or
expense if loan is not made, Always read
to give information regarding rates and meu,{
ods to secure a loan. We are the oldest loan
treaiment. All busineas stetotly coosionest
ment. usiness strict
Privateoffices. _ x ocafidential,

Washington Mort3ade Loan [,
610 F Street, N. W,

Monev tO Loan
ON FURNITURE, PIANOS, ETQ.

lf you are in need of money, we desire to
Inform you of our new method. We can se.
cur¢ you & loanon an easy monthly payment
plan, at less cost than before, and below the
rate of any other company In the city. Yon
can pay infull at any time after loan !5 se.
cured, and it will only cost you for such tims
as ;on bave bad the money. Our bus ness is
rtrictly private, and ali applications ars
treated confidentially, It you have a loan
with anyother concern, you can secure a loan
through us to pay 1t and get more money |
desiretl. It will pay you to call and see ns
betore going elsewhere., We are resdy at
any amd all times during office hours to give
information concerning our buriness meth.
ods, snd you wlil receive courteous treat.

ment.
CAPITAL

LOAN GUARANTEE 0O
602 F BT. N. W

Capital Savings

~-Bank-
609 FSt. N. W., Washington, D. C.

Capital - . .  $50,000.
Hon. Jno, R. Lynch, President.
L. C. Bailey, Treasurer,
J. A. Johnson, Secretary,
D. B. McCary, Cashier,

Directors:
Joo. R. Lynch, Dr. W. B. Lottos,
Whitefield McKinlay, 1 . Bailey,
Robt, H. Terrell, W, S, Montgomery,
Wiyatt Archer, John A, Pierre, Henry
E. Baker, James Storum, J. A.
Johnson, Dr. A. W. Tancil, Howard
H Williams,

Deposits received from 10 cents up-
ward. Interest allowed on 85,00 axd
above. Clollections ‘meet with promp
attention. A general exchange snd
banking business done,

Bank open from 9 2. m, to 4:30pm.

The National Safe Deposit, Sa-k-'in;g.e il

Trust Company,
Corner 15th St. and New York Ave.

Ope Millign Dollars.

Capital :

Pavs interest on depnsits,
Rents Bates Insides } urglar-proot \auits.
Actsas administrator, executor, trustee, £0.

W_H, FISHER

~Dyer and Cleaner.:

709 9th 8t n. w.

407 14th 8¢, n. w. Telephone 134



